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Rhinoceros is a play written in 1959 by Eugene Ionesco. He wrote it as an attack on social conformity in Europe, something that personally disturbed him
. The characters in the play represent clowns lost in their small worlds full of obsessions. One character that catches the eye of the audience is Berenger, who seems to be irresponsible of everything surrounding him. His drunkenness makes him comically human. He is bored, passive, and gets lost in a wonderland. The audience relates to him because he represents realness, and he gets lost in a world that portrays no control. He is unable to control his love life, work, and emotions, which makes the audience laugh
. However, towards the end of the play, Berenger is the most changed clown. He realizes that he needs to salvage the situation and calls upon his townsmen to see what he sees. The people are, however, in their worlds and do not have ears to listen to him. They are all rhinoceros, as depicted by the playwright, and Berenger tries to get them out of the sad state of conformity. The paper is going to critique the performance of the play performed in The Forum Theatre RTVC Building on November 23rd, 2019.

Will and responsibility is the dominant theme in the play. The transformation of the main character Berenger from his alcoholic and irresponsible state to a socially responsible man is the evidence of the central theme
. The performance is exciting because of the use of comical acts while carrying a message. The drunkenness of Berenger and how he seems not to care for anything makes the play comical hence stimulating laughter. The performance carries a comical tone in most parts of the play. The voices used by most characters cultivate laughter among the audience. As much as it is talking about a serious rot in society, the author employs this tone to relieve the tension therein. The same theme of responsibility is the unifying factor that changes Berenger from his former state to the current responsible person. It leads him to identify his love for Daisy, something that he did not see in his previous self. 

The actors used in the performance were effective and adequate for their roles in the play. Though there are some exaggerations in the gestures employed. For instance, the walking styles of some drunk characters are exaggerated, probably to bring about the comic aspect of a comic performance. The voices are also exaggerated and mimic a particular character described by the playwright. That effectively engages with the audience. Berenger, for instance, has been given the exact character that suits his role. The carelessness represented by his speech and acts depicts the state of events in the play. The actors are audible enough apart from some inaudible words by the drunken fellows
. Also, special skills like staggering walking styles and use of props like umbrellas and bottles were present.  Probably bottles of drinks to signify the intoxicated society an act performed by both male and female characters. 

The design of the set, which was represented by a bar or a place where people ask for drinks, was a perfect representation of the disorderliness of the people. They get in arguments and ask for drinks which are served rapidly.  When a character gets bored, for instance, they ask for a drink because there is nothing else they can do than drink. Seats and chairs are arranged to accommodate individuals who are ready to eat or drink probably. If this scenery would have been eliminated, then the theme of drunkenness and irresponsibility would not have been adequately achieved. The lighting was standard in most parts of the performance. If it could be changed in various instances, it could have brought about the desired theme effectively.  For example, if they could deem the lighting a bit when talking about a sad theme, then the concept would be captured easily, however, comical. That aspect is brought about towards the end of the performance, where there's a deliberate interruption of lighting
. The actors, however, continue with their performance in the deemed lighting. Besides, the costumes and makeup of the characters perfectly fit the time and age of the characters. There is no sophistication in the manner in which the characters are dressed. The checked pair of bell-bottomed trousers and a hat depicts the realness in time when the play was written. However, if the costumes would be changed according to every event, then it would have brought about the main ideas of the production perfectly.

The performance had a comic effect on the audience. In most instances, the audience is heard laughing because of the funny aspects brought about by the performance. The costumes and manner of speech of various characters bring comic relief to the audience
. It is generally a quality work that effectively brings out the work of Ionesco. The movement of the characters also brings about the comic aspect of the performance. It is an engaging performance that makes the audience get glued to the screens watching it. The audience must be attentive to them to get the full content of the play. In this case, the audience is very attentive, an act that is seen by the laughter they elicit upon a comic word or act.

Conclusion

The performance of Rhinoceros depicts the theme of responsibility. The characters' costumes and makeup also bring about the non-sophistication aspect of the playwright's aims in writing the play. In performance, the lighting is standardized and changes when necessary to bring about the production need. Besides, Berenger and all the people define the irresponsible character by engaging in drunkenness as portrayed by the performance and the setting of an alcoholic drinks' bar. It is generally a quality performance that portrays the real script of Ionesco.
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